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1. The Sadducees and the Pharisees had similar views on the resurrection of the dead.  True  False

2. ___ celebrates the Exodus event, when the Israelites escaped from slavery in Egypt and began to understand themselves as God’s chosen people.  a) Yom Kippur  b) Rosh Hashanah  c) Passover  d) Pentecost

3. Who was among the first witnesses to the Resurrection?  a) Pontius Pilate  b) Joseph of Arimethea  

c) Peter the Apostle  d) Mary Magdalene

4. The tradition of Easter eggs began with ___ .  a) Mary Magdalene  b) the Easter Bunny  c) St. Paul 

 d) a group of Russian women

5. Symbolizing light, innocence, purity, joy, triumph, and glory, ___ is the liturgical color of Easter.

a) pink  b) white  c) purple  d) green

6. What special day marks the end of the Easter Season and celebrates the birth of the Church?

a) the Feast of the Holy Family  b) the Solemnity of Christ the King  c) the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  d) the Solemnity of Pentecost

7. According to the Gospel of John, Mary Magdalene joined Mary the wife of Clopas and ___ at the foot of the cross on Calvary.  a) Mary and Martha  b) Peter’s mother  c) Jesus’ mother  d) Veronica

8. ___ obligates all Catholics to receive Communion at least once a year during the Easter Season.  a) A Holy Day of Obligation  b) The Easter duty  c) Canon Law  d) The pope

9. When we pray the Nicene Creed at Mass, we state, “…he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the ___ day.”  a) last  b) third  c) holy  d) first

10. According to Luke’s Gospel, the Apostles believed the stories of the Resurrection right away.  True  False

11. ___ are considered Easter flowers and are often used to decorate churches throughout the Easter Season.

a) Lilies  b) Roses  c) Orchids  d)  Palm branches

12. For children, Easter is often associated with the Easter ___, who delivers colored eggs and baskets full of treats.

a) Leprechaun  b) Baby Chick  c) Cupid  d) Bunny

13. Like Christmas and St. Patrick’s Day, Easter falls on the same date every year.  True  False

14. How long is the Easter Season?  a) 8 days  b) 12 days  c) 50 days  d) 365 days

15. The President and First Lady host an Easter ___ on Easter Monday every year on the White House lawn.

a) brunch  b) egg roll  c) sunrise service  d) egg hunt

16. The word Easter comes from ___.  a) Norse pagans  b) the Apostles  c) St. Eastor of Rome  d) the town of Eastur in Bulgaria

17. According to the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, converts to Christianity receive Baptism, Confirmation, and First Communion at the ___ Mass.  a) Pentecost  b) Good Friday  c) Easter Sunday  d) Easter Vigil

18. Immediately after Christ rose from the dead, the early Church instituted an annual feast day to celebrate this miraculous event.  True  False

19. Sunday is to be observed as the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church and is appropriately called the ___day. a.) holy  b) judgment  c) Lord’s  d) feast
20. All Christian Churches—Eastern and Western—around the world celebrate Easter on the same day.  True  False

ANSWER KEY

1. False. The Pharisees believed that the soul joined its body when the Messiah’s reign ended. The Sadducees believed there was no life after death; not even the soul lived after death.

2. c) The Exodus is considered the central event in Jewish history. Jewish rabbis have argued that the rest of the Jewish Scriptures are a commentary on the Passover.    

3. d) “Mary Magdalene and the holy women…were the first to encounter the Risen One. Thus the women were the first messengers of Christ’s Resurrection for the Apostles themselves” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 641; see Luke 24:10).

4. a) According to tradition, Mary took the Emperor Tiberius (14-37 a.d.) an egg as a symbol of the Resurrection. The emperor told Mary that a person could no more rise from the dead than her egg could turn red. Miraculously, the egg immediately turned red.

5. b) White is used for the Christmas Season and the Easter Season, feasts and solemnities of the Lord (except his Passion), Mary, the Apostles, and the angels and saints (not martyrs). White is also used for Nuptial Masses and Requiem Masses (for young baptized children under 7 years of age).

6. d) The Solemnity of Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles (see Acts 2).

7. c) “Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala” (John 19:25).

8. b) “You shall receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter Season” is the third precept of the Church (see CCC, n. 2042).

9. b) Jesus predicted that he would destroy the Temple and raise it up on the third day (see John 2:19). He meant his body.

10. False. None of them believed the women (Luke 24:10-11) until they encountered the resurrected Jesus themselves (Luke 24:31-49).

11. a) These white trumpet-shaped flowers proclaim the Resurrection messages of hope and life.

12. d) Pre-Christian Germans used the rabbit, which reproduced prolifically, as a symbol of spring, life, and fertility. After converting to Christianity, they developed a tradition of a rabbit delivering eggs, a Christian symbol for Jesus’ Resurrection.

13. False. The Council of Nicea (325) stated that Easter should be celebrated on the “Sunday following the first full moon (14 Nisan) after the vernal equinox” (CCC, n. 1170).

14. c) Easter Sunday marks both the end of the Holy Triduum and the beginning of the Great Feast of Easter, which lasts until the Solemnity of Pentecost 50 days later.

15. b) Egg rolling historically imitated the stone rolling away from in front of Christ’s tomb.

16. a) Christians adopted the Norse word Eostur which meant “the season of the rising sun” or “the season of new birth.” These ideas were good matches for the Christian belief of being born to new life in Christ who is the light of the world.

17. d) Catechumens, those being received into the Church, celebrate all the Sacraments of Initiation at this central of all liturgies (see CCC, Easter in the Glossary).

18. False. For the earliest Christians, every Sunday was a little Easter. Not until the second century is there evidence of an annual celebration of Easter. The Council of Nicea officially established the date of the annual Easter feast in 325.

19. c) “By a tradition handed down from the Apostles…the Church celebrates the Paschal Mystery every seventh day, which day is appropriately called the Lord’s Day or Sunday… ‘The Lord’s day, the day of Resurrection, the day of Christians, is our day. It is called the Lord’s day because on it the Lord rose victorious to the Father’” (CCC, n. 1166).

20. False. Because they use different calendars, the date of Easter in the Western and Eastern Churches is not always the same. The Churches are seeking an agreement to celebrate Easter on a common date (see CCC, n. 1170).
